From: Liam Antrim - NOAA Federal

To: Guzzo. Lindsay

Cc: George Galasso

Subject: Fwd: letter from Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary
Date: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 9:21:19 AM
Attachments: Guzzo EPA 10-6-2015.pdf

Lindsay - thanks for the message about the letter. I'm forwarding the email | sent on October
6 in which | typed your email incorrectly. Please let me know if the attachment (our letter) is
NOT attached!

Thank you.

Liam Antrim

OCNMS

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Liam Antrim - NOAA Federal <liam.antrim@noaa.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 6, 2015 at 1:22 PM

Subject: letter from Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary

To: guzzo.lindsey@epa.gov

Lindsey - attached is a letter, also sent via postal mail, requesting consultation on the General
Permit for Offshore Seafood Processors off Washington.

The letter does not include her phone number, but to reach Carol Bernthal, Sanctuary
Superintendent, by phone, you can call 360-457-6622 x11.

Liam Antrim

Acting Research Coordinator

Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary
115 E.Railroad Ave, Suite 301

Port Angeles, WA 98362

office: 360-457-6622 x16

cell: 360-460-2530

Liam Antrim

Acting Research Coordinator

Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary
115 E.Railroad Ave, Suite 301

Port Angeles, WA 98362

office: 360-457-6622 x16

cell: 360-460-2530
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
> NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE

“rares of OFFICE OF NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARIES

Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary

115 East Railroad Avenue, Suite 301

Port Angeles, WA 98362-2925

October 6, 2015

Lindsay Guzzo

Office of Water and Watersheds
USEPA Region 10

1200 6™ Ave.

Suite 900, OWW-191

Seattle, Washington

Re: Proposed Issuance of the NPDES General Permit for Offshore Seafood Processors in
Federal Waters off the Washington and Oregon Coast (Permit Number WAG520000)

Dear Ms. Guzzo:

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA’s) Office of National
Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary (OCNMS or
sanctuary) has conducted a cursory review of the proposed general permit for offshore
seafood processors in federal waters off the Washington and Oregon Coast, which
includes the waters of OCNMS, and believes that NOAA and EPA should have direct
discussions on the proposal. Section 304(d) of the National Marine Sanctuaries Act
(NMSA; 16 U.S.C. 1434 (d)) requires federal agencies to consult with the Secretary of
Commerce, through NOAA, regarding any action or proposed action, including private
activities authorized by licenses, leases, or permits, that is likely to destroy, cause the loss
of, or injure any sanctuary resource. This is particularly relevant given that the EPA’s
ocean discharge criteria specifically note that the existence of special aquatic sites
including marine sanctuaries should be a consideration for determining whether a
discharge would cause unreasonable degradation of the marine environment.

The draft Ocean Discharge Criteria Evaluation (ODCE) for the General NPDES Permit
for Offshore Seafood Processing Discharge includes a brief mention of OCNMS, but the
discussion is limited, simply noting that the sanctuary’s discharge regulation has an
exemption for lawful fishing activities and concluding that because of this exemption no
additional restrictions are required. Regardless of sanctuary regulations, section 304(d) of
the NMSA requires the federal agency taking an action that meets the 304(d) criteria to
consult with NOAA. The responsible agency is required to submit a sanctuary resource
statement describing the action and the potential effect to sanctuary resources. Once a
complete sanctuary resource statement is received, OCNMS may develop and
recommend alternatives to the proposed action to protect sanctuary resources from likely

injury.

We have preliminarily determined that issuance of the NPDES General Permit for
Offshore Seafood Processors (WAG520000) is likely to injure sanctuary resources.






While the draft ODCE concludes that the evaluated discharges will not cause
unreasonable degradation of the marine environment under the conditions, limitations
and requirements established by the Draft Permit, this does not mean that OCNMS
resources will not be injured. I therefore request that the USEPA Region 10 Office of
Water and Watersheds contact me to make arrangements for a NMSA section 304(d)
consultation.

I look forward to working with you to meet our mutually supportive mission objectives of
protecting water quality in federal waters and to protecting sanctuary resources.

Sincerely,

bl oerndind’

Carol Bernthal
Sanctuary Superintendent
Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary







